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Indian culture of this period was in the keeping of kings,
and the localisation of political forces, after the disruption
of the empire of Sri Harsa (c. 647), easily led to a segrega-
tion of cultural and literary influences, and in consequence,
to a development of provincial characteristics. In the sixth
and the seventh centuries, the memory of a glorious past
embodying the ideal of an indivisible Aryavarta, the Vedas,
Samskrta and its inspiring literature, the Brahmanas, and
the sects of Buddha and Mahavira were unifying for-
ces, stimulated and strengthened by Indian rulers, nota-
bly the Guptas and Sri Harsa. But distinctive geogra-
phical determinants, the non-Aryan elements which varied
with every province, and the conceit, ambition or jealousy
of every petty conqueror acted as disruptive forces
which tended to divide the country. The inter-action of
these forces was responsible for a phenomenon bewilder-
ing to the foreign historian : an Indian national consci-
ousness alternating or co-existing with a strong provincial
feeling; people in different parts of the country, under
the influence of a common life and culture, exhibiting
many characteristics of a single nation, and yet reduced by
the ambition of ruling princes to no more than a mere
conglomeration.
During the early part (600-800) of this period, when the
Aryan colonies were marked off into the kingdoms of
Gurjaratra and Valabhipura, Bhmnamala1 and Anandapura
became active centres of Aryan culture. Surparaka and
Ujjayim also influenced South Gujarata.
The period under review was one of the most fruitful
in Samskrta literature; for it was in this age that great
epic and dramatic works were composed, grammar and
rhetoric were studied, law and philosophy were develop-
ed. And Samskrta became the most powerful of influ-
ences operating on the culture of the people. It was the
language of the court, of literature, of the highest thought
1. It produced the famous astronomer, Brahmagupta (borii 598), the author
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